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1892
The first San Estanislao 
de Kostka school 
founded at Calle de 
Santa María 4 in Madrid. 
José de Olavarrieta, 
professor at Universidad 
Central, appointed the 
first headmaster of the 
school.

1944
Carmen Olmo 
founds the SEK 
school for girls at 
Calle Atocha 94

1956
Calle Santa Isabel 
boys' school 
founded. 
SEK-Santa Isabel 
(Madrid).

1958
Felipe 
Segovia Olmo 
takes over as 
Academic 
Director at 
the schools.

1963
SEK Group 
founding 
member of 
Federation 
for Education 
in Europe 
(FEDE).

1966
SEK is 
awarded the 
Prize for 
Sports Merit 
by the 
National 
Delegation for 
Physical 
Education 
and Sports.

1970
Felipe Segovia Martínez, 
President of SEK 
Schools, and Felipe 
Segovia Olmo, Director 
General, appointed 
Commanders of the 
Order of Alfonso X the 
Wise. 

Didascalia, Education 
and Pedagogical 
Research Journal, 
established. 

2nd SEK Convention. 
Teacher and student 
objectives and status. 

1972
SEK 
International 
School
El Castillo 
founded in 
Madrid.

3rd SEK 
Convention.
SEK Educational 
System. 

1974
4th SEK 
Convention.
Prospectives for 
the future and 
interaction of 
families and 
schools. Madrid.

1977
SEK becomes a member 
of the International 
Baccalaureate 
Organisation
IB Diploma launched. 

Didactes, Organisation 
for School Development, 
established.

SEK Group founding 
member of the 
Association of 
Autonomous School 
(ACADE).

1980
First international 
exchanges with 
schools in France, 
Switzerland and 
the US.

1983
SEK-Chile 
International 
School 
founded in 
Santiago de 
Chile. 1987

Incorporation of 
Sports Club in 
Villafranca del Castillo 
(Madrid).

1989
SEK Group joins the World 
Organization for Early 
Childhood Education 
(OMEP).

SEK International School 
Atlántico in Pontevedra.

Halls of Residence for girls 
opened at SEK-El Castillo.

2010
Felipe Segovia appointed 
Honorary President of SEK 
Education Group.
Nieves Segovia takes over 
as President

Global Education Forum 
held by SEK Education 
Group.

Marc Prensky Intelligent 
Classroom launched.

UCJC grants Nicholas 
Negroponte and Bernardo 
Hernández Honoris Causa 
degrees. 

UCJC granted the Joaquín 
Blume National Prize for 
Sport.

2012
UCJC grants Kin Jung 
Haeng Honoris Causa 
degree in 2012

Flipped classroom 
teaching method at SEK 
schools.

Introduction of social and 
emotional intelligence 
programmes in SEK 
classrooms.

2020
Start of the new 
SEK Future 
Learning Model 
teaching method

2014
UCJC grants Juan 
Manuel Santos 
Calderón Honoris 
Causa degree.

2016
UCJC grants Anthony 
Lake Honoris Causa 
degree.

The Grand Cross of 
Alfonso X the Wise 
awarded to Felipe 
Segovia for his work in 
education by HM King 
Felipe.

1935
Carmen Olmo and 
Felipe Segovia 
take over the 
management of 
the school. 

1947
SEK-Arturo Soria 
founded with a 
boarding school.

1957
The Aula de 
Cultura SEK 
formally 
established.

1960
SEK Summer 
Programmes 
commence.

1964
SEK Sports 
Club officially 
established.

1969
SEK Nursery School 
founded in Madrid.

1st SEK Convention: 
the SEK Ethos is 
approved. Madrid.

1973
SEK-San Ildefonso 
International School 
is founded (Madrid).

1975
Didascalia textbook 
publishing company 
established. 

SEK International School 
Ciudalcampo established 
in Madrid.

1978
SEK joins the 
International 
Schools Association 
(ISA).

1981
SEK-Dublin 
International School 
opened in Ireland.

1984
SEK-Ecuador International 
School was founded 
in Quito.

1988
SEK International 
School Paraguay 
founded.

International 
Academy 
SEK-Miami 
founded in Florida 
(USA).

HM King Juan 
Carlos presents 
the SEK Group 
with the Joaquín 
Blume Award for 
its work in sports.

1990
Nieves Segovia 
Bonet takes over as 
General Director of 
SEK Education 
Group.

Inauguration of 
École Internationale 
SEK-Les Alpes 
(France).

Halls of Residence 
for boys opened at 
SEK-El Castillo.

The Universidad 
SEK-Chile opens its 
doors. The 
independent 
SEK-América branch 
is established.

1993
Felipe Segovia 
Olmo, President of 
FEDE

Nieves Segovia, 
member of the 
Council of 
Foundation  of the 
International 
Baccalaureate.

SEK Group
creates CIIDAC 
(International 
Centre for Research 
and Diagnosis of 
High Achievement).

1995
SEK 
International 
School 
Catalunya  
opens its doors

The new SEK 
Educational 
System, the 
Intelligent 
Classroom, 
launched

2009
Felipe Segovia was 
presented with the 
Magisterio Award 
celebrating his 50 
years in the 
profession.

Madrid Excelente 
Award presented to 
SEK Group and 
UCJC.

UNICEF Award in 
2009 for 'Educating 
in Values'.

2011
2nd Global 
Education Forum 
held by SEK 
Education Group.

UCJC grants 
Howard Gardner 
and Joseph 
Renzulli Honoris 
Causa degrees.

2013
Felipe Segovia Olmo, 
founder and president 
of SEK Education Group 
and University Camilo 
José Cela passes away.

UCJC grants Stephen 
Wozniak Honoris Causa 
degree.

SEK International 
School Qatar founded, 
the first Spanish school 
in the country.

The Felipe Segovia 
Foundation founded.

2015
10th Anniversary of 
SEK-UNICEF 
agreement.

1st Felipe Segovia 
Symposium.

SEKLab, first 
education start-up 
accelerator.

1971
Didactes, the 1st 
Convention and 
Exhibition on teaching 
materials and 
resources.

2017
SEK Education Group 
celebrates its 125th 
Anniversary.

2021
Opening of SEK 
International School 
Riyadh in Saudi Arabia

1997
SEK Schools 
obtain the 
UNE-EN-ISO 9001 
quality standard.

2007
First SEKMUN.

2000
Camilo José Cela 
University is 
opened.

UNICEF award to 
the SEK 
Education Group 
Exemplary Brand 
in Innovative 
Solidarity.

2002
SEK Group 
obtains the 
Madrid Excelente 
standard. 

UCJC grants 
Juan Antonio 
Samaranch 
Honoris Causa 
degree.

2004
7th SEK 
Convention: 
Educational stages, 
Languages, Values, 
UCJC, R&D, Sports, 
Quality. Barcelona.

1992
SEK Education 
Group 
celebrates its 
first centenary. 

1996
IB Middle Years 
Programme 
launched
at SEK schools. 

1994
5th SEK 
Convention: Ethos 
and objectives, 
Teaching Systems, 
teaching career 
and SEK 
Educational 
Community. 
Toledo. 

1999
SEK International 
School Alborán 
founded in 
Almería.

6th SEK 
Convention: 
Primary School, 
the Intelligent 
Classroom, UCJC, 
Quality. 
Pontevedra.

2005
SEK Foundation 
established.

2008
SEK Group joins 
the 'European 
Council of 
International 
Schools' (ECIS).

ECOSEK, 
Environmental 
Commitment

SEK 2.0 kick off.

2003
Awarded ISO 
9001:2000 Quality 
Standard.

Felipe Segovia 
Olmo presented 
with the Gold 
Medal for Work 
Merit.

SEK: A BRIEF CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY
‘Life is nothing more than a never-ending race to attain perfection’


